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Peace of Mind from Washington, D.C.

“Pax Christi: A Bright Light Piercing a Tidal Wave of Despair”

ears ago when | sat in a
Yclandestine cell witness-
ing the violence inflicted
on other human beings, | thought
to myself—if | survive, never again
will I have to bear witness to any-
thing that approximates so great
a horror as this. But | was wrong.
Today, when | step back and
peer at the world around me, | re-
alize that what | saw in that prison
cell is no different from what | see
on the news, what | read in the
daily papers and what | hear on
the radio. | did not understand
then that we were surrounded by
a culture of violence—violence so
ably fomented by war, greed, ha-
tred, fear, and indifference.

In Afghanistan and Pakistan,
U.S. drone attacks kill via remote
control those who we are told are
our enemy—but the truth is that
they also kill innocent civilians in-
discriminately and in large num-
bers. These victims are the “col-
lateral damage” as we have been
taught to say.

Joining them in death, are
those who return home to die.
For example, there is the one who
came home surviving three tours
of duty, a decorated Marine, who
sought the help that he knew he
badly needed. Time and again, he
went to that office for counseling.
But its doors were always closed.
And so, he settled the matter him-
self—one bullet and no more pain.

Then there is Haiti. The earth-
guake turned into what for so
many has been a disaster of un-
met needs. The situation remains
dire. Nearly 1.3 million people are
living in tents, without security,
dignity or regular access to clean

water, food or shelter. Furthermore,
in squalid refugee camps, rape stalks
women—including girls as young as
two. “Sexual assaults are a daily oc-
currence,” said Yolande Bazais, vice-
president of an aid organization for
rape victims.

In the deserts of Arizona, immi-
grants die of thirst while those who
would leave jugs of water to save
them are threatened with prosecu-
tion. And while capital flies free-
ly across borders, labor must be
stopped at their edge.

Other innocent bystanders simply
wishing to speak to their represen-
tative on a peaceful street corner
in Tucson are gunned down. Once
again, a troubled mind and a weap-
on of death come together to strike
down the innocent.

And in Guantanamo, detainees
are disappeared in plain sight. They
remain there without charges—
without trial. We detain them and
now, we do not know what to do
with them. Fifty years from now we
will recognize this travesty for what
it is, but fifty years from now, they
very well may all be dead—and it
won’t matter anymore.

Is it because this violence is so
great that we focus only briefly on
any single instance of it? We notice
in passing the dead, the wounded,
the broken, the pain and the weep-
ing. And then, we move on to an-
other such “event.” Do we not be-
come hardened just a bit as we pass
from one violent act to another?

A friend recounts that the Viet-
nam War was on at dinnertime. By
that he meant he and his family
watched the television news as they
ate dinner. In the early part of that
war, he says, some horror would sto
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spiritual resources for
peace.

Local, Regional and National

Pax Christi Minnesota mourns the loss of
long-time leader Sister Timothy Kirby
Sister Timothy Kirby, a long-time leader in Pax
Christi Minnesota, passed away in late De-
cember. She was 92 years-old. In recent years,
Sr. Timothy acted as the Pax Christi contact for
the Duluth diocese and was a member of Pax
Christi Minnesota’s state council. She lived at
the monastery at the College of St. Scholasti-
ca and had been a “beautiful presence” there
for 70 years. The photo that appeared along
with a story about her in the Duluth News Tri-
bune shortly after her death had her standing
out in front of the Federal Prison Camp where
she had volunteered for over 20 years, lead-

ing bible study and worship services weekly.
Frank Cordaro, an anti-nuclear activist
from Des Moines, got to know Sr. Timothy
when he spent 6 months at the Duluth Fed-
eral Prison Camp in 2002 for an act of civil
disobedience. “On Sunday morning, we have
a Catholic communion service lead by Sr. Tim-
othy. Sr. Timothy is a sheer delight... A long
time member of Pax Christi, she embodies
the best of what a Catholic Religious feminist
is all about... After each service, | just hugged
her and thanked her for her good words...”
Sr. Timothy was laid to rest on January 12.

Pax Christi Florida member on site in Haiti
Anne Richter, long-time member of Pax Chris-
ti Florida and co-coordinator of Pax Christi
Tampa Bay, is currently in Haiti as part of a
medical team. Included on her team is David
Tillias who is the brother of Pax Christi Haiti
program director Daniel Tillias. While in Haiti,
Anne was able to meet with Daniel and share
some of the work Pax Christi Haiti has under-
taken since the earthquake last year. “On the
way back we had breakfast with Daniel Tillias
with Pax Christi-Haiti. They have been able to
obtain some grants from the Mennonites to
help with the purchase of a ‘peace bus’ for
their work with the children in Cite Soleil,”
Anne writes. “Daniel also said that he is do-
ing some work with Amnesty International.”

Anne also shared that former Pax Christi
Haiti Junior St-Vil's mother recently died
and asked for prayers for him and his fam-
ily. Anne also reported her thrill at getting to
see a child whom she had delivered on her
last visit to Haiti in September.

Pax Christi NE Pennsylvania continues
working for just treatment of prisoners
Pax Christi Northeastern Pennsylvania has
been working in support of the just treat-
ment of prisoners at Lackawanna County
prison for several years now. In 2007 they
issued a report, “A Review of the Quality Of
Health Care at the Lackawanna County Pris-
on” (available at: http://www.aclupa.org/
downloads/PaxChristiReport.pdf) for which
local group coordinator Joseph Rogan was
initially sued by Correctional Care Inc, the
company that provided medical care at the
prison. (The suit was eventually dropped.) In
December, members of the group worked to
get one of their own, Fr. Bill Pickard, reinstat-
ed as a minister to the inmates. Fr. Pickard
has spent 26 years ministering to inmates,
former inmates, and their families, and had
been banned for nebulous reasons by the
prison’s warden, who recently resigned. Pax
Christi Northeastern Pennsylvania sent a let-
ter to the new warden asking that Fr. Pick-
ard’s ban be lifted and he be allowed to con-

tinue his ministry.

Pax Christi Metro-DC co-sponsors event
commemorating 20 years of war in Iraq
On January 15, Pax Christi Metro-DC joined
other groups in co-sponsoring events mark-
ing 20 years of U.S. war on Irag while also
rededicating to the vision of Martin Luther
King, Jr. of a world where war and injustice
are abolished. PC Metro-DC sponsored a
“Mass for Repentance for War” celebrated
by Pax Christi USA Ambassador of Peace and
co-founder Bishop Thomas Gumbleton. Oth-
er activities included a march and vigil out-

side the White House and a teach-in.
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Local, Regional and National

Updates

Pax Christi Michigan holds its

30th annual conference in March
Pax Christi Michigan, now in its 36th year of Gospel peace-
making, is preparing for its 30th Annual PCM State Confer-
ence. The theme is “Behold | Make All Things New: Building
the New in the Shell of the Old” with Pax Christi USA Teach-
er of Peace Fr. Peter Dougherty as keynoter. The day-long
event will be held at St. Mary Magdalen Church in Brighton,
Ml, on Saturday March 26, 2011. There will be workshops
on a variety of issues and topics, including immigration, ur-
ban farming, nonviolent resistance, the politics of food &
healthy eating, using alternative media, jubilee economics
and more.

Pax Christi Fond du Lac completes year-long

reflection on nuclear weapons
This past August, Pax Christi Fond du Lac, WI, noted the
65th anniversary of the dropping of the atomic bomb on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki with a public gathering to coalesce
local interest and plan for future action that would raise
awareness about the imperative of nuclear disarmament.
The event was the culmination of a year-long, grassroots
educational effort, “Thousand Peace Cranes: A Project of
Remembrance, Vision, and Action,” which was begun in
August 2009, and involved students of Marian University,
St. Mary’s Springs High School, Holy Family Religious Educa-
tion, and area high school “Roots and Wings” participants,
as well as various local convents, church groups, service
organizations, a day at the mall, and an area prison. The
effort included the use of DVDs, oral presentation, survi-
vors’ stories and the making of peace cranes — totaling over
2,000! — which, mounted on mobiles and/or panels, were
hung throughout the year at convents, schools, a local res-
taurant, drop-in center, a food store, and were on display
at Windhover Museum during the month of July. Having
spent the year remembering the horrific destruction by
nuclear weapons in Japan, and looking seriously at the cur-
rent threat posed by the world’s nuclear arsenal, on August
6th, 2010, the public gathered to hear Dr. Chuck Baynton,
of Milwaukee, WI, challenge us with the vision of a nuclear
weapon-free future. Empowered to take further action, Pax
Christi Fond du Lac, WI, has since initiated a call for an area-
wide Peace Studies Program.

Pax Christi USA joins New Priorities Network:

End wars, cut the military budget, fund human needs
Pax Christi USA has joined with other local and national
groups who are coming together as the New Priorities Net-
work! This is a coalition whose stated goal is to “Secure
ongoing funding for jobs and services in our communities
by building a movement to radically change Federal spend-
ing priorities and end the wars.” Pax Christi USA was rep-
resented at the launch of the New Priorities Network on
October 3, 2010, the day after the “One Nation Working To-
gether Rally” in DC. In January, we became an official mem-
ber group. The work of this network has been outlined as:
1) Launching a massive resolution campaign that voices the
need to radically change spending priorities; 2) Raising up
our solution: cut military spending to fund local jobs and
services; and 3) Building long-term coalitions — the foun-
dation of New Priorities — between economic and racial
justice, peace, labor, faith-based, and other organizations
locally and nationally. Look for upcoming Pray-Study-Act
emails on how your Pax Christi group can introduce local
resolutions, organize speak-outs, and build relationships
and events with other New Priority Network groups! Learn
more at http://newprioritiesnetwork.org/ and email amy@
paxchristiusa.org if you want to get involved.

Global Day of Action on Military Spending:

plan for April 12, 2011
The International Peace Bureau and Institute for Policy
Studies call for actions on April 12, 2011 that highlight the
enormity of world military spending and the unmet needs
this creates globally. Pax Christi International has respond-
ed by endorsing and promoting this action opportunity!
$1.5 trillion was spent globally on militaries in 2009 and on
April 12th—the same day of the actions—the Stockholm
International Peace Research Institute will release their re-
port on 2010 military spending. The idea of these actions
is to harness as much media attention as possible on this
day, so your action should create a good “picture” for the
press that includes the dollar amount on military spending
in 2010 (which will be emailed to participants one week be-
fore April 12). Email gdams2011@gmail.com to register!
See www.demilitarize.org for an organizer’s packet which
includes information, graphs, press releases, and action
ideas!
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Listening to Afghan Voices

It’s not every day you spend 18 hours on the phone, but
then again, this was a special day.

Pax Christi USA had been invited to be part of the lo-
gistics team for the Global Day of Listening to Afghans on
December 19th and | was eager to do so because it was
an event initiated by our friends, the Afghan Youth Peace
Volunteers. For the entirety of a day, the youth would make
themselves available to talk to anyone that could join a con-
ference call or Skype. The purpose of the day was to listen
to the ordinary people of Afghanistan and the world as they
expressed their pain, desires, and hopes—a people’s “De-
cember Review.”

The call started at 9:30 pm Saturday my time and ran un-
til 3:30 pm on Sunday afternoon. As the hours passed, | was
privileged to hear the cycles of people that came on and
off the call, each asking questions, offering solidarity, and
committing new energy to ending this war. At one point, we
linked in with the people participating in the Advent series
“Whose Children Are These?” that were call-ins to hear the
Afghan Youth exchange dialogue with U.S. veterans. The
technical end and scheduling of callers was challenging, but
very rewarding when the pieces came together and allowed
individuals and groups from all over to connect.

Two weeks later, the youth traveled to Kabul again to
connect with people around the world on New Year’s Day
in an event titled “Dear Afghanistan”. Below you’ll see re-
flections from these various call days. In 2011, may we all
feel compelled to truly listen, to build genuine friendships
with those labeled our enemies, and to emulate the words
of the Afghan Youth, “Love is how we’ll ask for peace.”

Dave Robinson: Executive Director of Pax Christi USA
It was remarkable and inspiring to be able to listen to young
people in Afghanistan connect their hopes and courage
with others experiencing violence around the world. When
my scheduled time came, | noted that the Obama Adminis-
tration had just released their “review” of Afghan War pol-

By Amy Watts
Pax Christi USA Program Associate

icy. Notably absent from the report was any reference to
the situation faced by ordinary Afghan people. | asked the
Afghan Youth Peace Volunteers what their personal experi-
ence was regarding provision of humanitarian assistance by
the US. A chorus of responses broke out at once in the back-
ground of the call. “Lies,” several voices said. “There is no
help available. We have nothing and nowhere to turn.” Ha-
kim, the mentor to the AYPV then encouraged me to read
the recently prepared report “Nowhere to Turn: The Failure
to Protect Civilians in Afghanistan,” prepared by 29 relief or-
ganizations working in Afghanistan and released for the re-
cent NATO summit in Lisbon November 19-20. You can get
the report at www.oxfam.org. It presents a bleak picture of
an increasingly desperate situation that flies in the face of
the rosy report issued by the Pentagon.

Jacqueline Rito, Pax Christi Long Island

member and teacher at Bethpage H.S.:
What better way to end one year and begin a next than
with a meaningful connection?

On the evening of December 31st, | had a reserved time
slot to connect with Hakim and the Afghan Youth Volun-
teers. We had managed to briefly connect with them when
the program was first introduced to us on the Internation-
al Day of Peace, September 21st, 2010. The Student Civic
group which | advise in a public high school on Long Island
gave interested students the chance to connect with the Af-
ghan group via SKYPE. From that initial introduction with
names and contacts, the students did not have a chance to
connect again. But, | did - again on December 19th and then
on December 31st.

Personalizing events, current and historical, creates a
bond of humanity that statistics and facts cannot adequately
embrace. Speaking to these courageous, yet humble young
people across divides and barriers brings connection closer.
And finally, for me, hearing the excitement in their young
voices when they seemed to recognize my name, the school
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