














nouncing the program and speakers before December, 
so again visit the website when you can. If you have not 
been to a conference in recent years, I really want to en-
courage you to attend. With the move of the national 
office to D.C., a new executive director coming on board, 
the upcoming election year, and our 40th anniversary, 
this conference promises to be exceptional. Your partici-
pation will assure it!

And I hope that you’ll take a moment today and invest 
an extra gift in support of the work that we do together. 
We’re in the process of completing the office move to 
D.C. and soon (maybe even by the time you’re reading 
this letter!) we’ll have a new Executive Director in place. 
Anything that you can give to help us build a secure fi-
nancial base as we move into the future would be greatly 
appreciated. There is a slip and envelope included in this 
mailing for you to send in an extra gift. (You can also give 
through our secure website.) You have our thanks. 

It is a great privilege to work with you as Pax Christi 
USA. Although the challenges we face are great, they are 
not greater than the strength we have together. Thank 
you for all that you are, all that you give and all that you 
do. May God continue to bless our work for peace and 
justice! 

Together on the journey! 

Sister Dianna Ortiz, OSU, Deputy Director 

Pax Christi USA - October 2011
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“The first thing to be disrupted by our commitment to nonviolence
will be not the system but our own lives.” 

        ~Jim Douglass

newsletter to be helpful and hopeful. 
I also want to call your attention to several other ways 

the national staff is doing their best to serve you and 
give you the tools you need to promote gospel nonvi-
olence in your churches, schools and communities. In 
mid-November, we’ll be hosting what has become an an-
nual event for us on Friday evening, November 18 at the 
School of the Americas Vigil and Action outside the gates 
of Ft. Benning, GA. As this newsletter goes to print, SOA 
Watch is finalizing their schedule and room assignments 
and we’re putting our program together, so check our 
website for the specifics.

Also, Advent is quickly approaching as well and we’ll be 
offering you a variety of resources in print and electroni-
cally during the season. Our Advent reflection booklet 
this year is by Diane Lopez Hughes, a former National 
Council member and one of the creative voices behind 
the work of Pax Christi USA’s Global Restoration Commit-
tee. You’ll find a reflection from the booklet included in 
this newsletter as well as information on how to order 
copies. And make sure that you are subscribed to our 
free email service so that you’ll receive reflections and 
resources for Advent and Christmas directly to your in-
box. You can subscribe through our website by clicking 
on the tab, “Our e-Network.” 

I also want to remind you to set aside the dates July 
20-22, 2012 to join us in Washington, D.C. for what will 
be our 40th anniversary National Conference. There is a 
save-the-date in this newsletter on page 8; we’ll be an-
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   Dear Pax Christi USA Member,

When I put together an agenda for    
our senior staff meetings, I often like 
to include a short quote for inspira-
tion, one which will help to frame the 
work we’ll be going over together and 
orient us to the tasks at hand. I think 
you can imagine that with all of our re-
cent changes at the national office, in 
addition to the ever-present issues of 
our time which we are called on to ad-
dress, these past few months have been 
busy and sometimes daunting. So as 
the agenda for 
one of our re-
cent meetings 
got longer, and 
longer, and LON-
GER, I found my-
self feeling the 
full weight of it 
all. While the 
litany of work 
to be done both 
within our orga-
nization and in 
service to the 
gospel is a long one, there are resourc-
es we have to lighten that load. And no 
resource is more important than this: 
We have each other. So at the top of 
the agenda, I wrote this line from Ae-
sop: “In union, there is strength.” 

As members of Pax Christi USA, we 
recognize that our greatest strength is 
our commitment to each other. We do 
not do this work alone. It is work that 
connects us to those who have gone 
before us in this movement and it is 
work that stretches out ahead of us in 
anticipation of those who will follow in 
our footsteps. Our faith—and the work 
that flows from it—connects us, unites 
us and this unity makes us strong. Nev-
er are we more aware of this truth than 

at times like this when there is so much 
to do, to create and make new, to rebuild 
and repair, to make whole and heal. 

Last month, we observed the anniver-
sary of the events of 9/11 and this month, 
we unfortunately mark the first of many 
missteps our nation took in its response 
to that tragedy—the war in Afghanistan. 
I don’t know if anyone, even the most 
prophetic among us, would have guessed 
that ten years later our nation would still 
be engaged in a war with a nation which 
has seen two generations of horrific con-
flict. Shortly after 9/11, a Bush adminis-

tration official had 
promised that we 
would “blow Af-
ghanistan back to 
the Stone Age.” The 
sad truth was that, 
at the time of the 
commencement of 
U.S. bombing, much 
of Afghanistan—be-
cause of its war with 
the Soviet Union 
and then fighting 
between various 

homegrown war lords—already resem-
bled the Stone Age. 

Our criticism of the war in Afghanistan 
has not waned. Despite the hope that 
things would be different under a new 
administration, military power continues 
to trump relief and development for Af-
ghanistan. We are still unequivocal in our 
demand: End the war. Bring the troops 
home. No bases left behind. No torture. 
As we know from our friends in the Af-
ghan Youth Peace Volunteers, the Afghan 
people want peace, they want our friend-
ship and they want to control their own 
destiny. As you participate in actions this 
month and reflect on this war which is 
now entering its second decade, we hope 
you will find the resources later in this 

Save the Date!
Pax Christi USA National Conference 2012

Celebrate the 40th Anniversary of Pax Christi USA

July 20-22, 2012
Catholic University of America

Washington, D.C.
More information available soon at www.paxchristiusa.org

AVAILABLE IN ENGLISH AND SPANISH
For more info or to place your order on our secure website 

www.paxchristiusa.org or sales@paxchristiusa.org 

Advent 2011 Booklet Available!
We are Advent people. We are 
hopeful despite the injustices we 
see in the world. We  seek God’s 
light, accepting that there is growth 
in facing the darkness. With God’s 
help, we meet the challenges in 
our lives and in the world by shin-
ing the light of transparency, truth, 
and love. Written by Diane Lopez 
Hughes, a former member of the 
PCUSA National Council and past 
chair of the Global Restoration 
Committee.

Join Pax Christi USA at the SOA!
Look on our website for more details regarding our 

annual Friday evening program featuring music, 
prayer, reflection, speakers and more! Details 

coming soon! Visit www.paxchristiusa.org
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