Dear Editor,
This Christmas we ask that all shoppers take a minute to think about the toys they are buying for the young people in their lives.  We wish each other a Merry Christmas, we talk about peace on earth, we call Jesus the Prince of Peace, and yet we place toys of war under the tree and around the manger.
Instead of video games and toys that glamorize violence give gifts of peace.  Toys and games that encourage group play, cooperation and old-fashioned fun will offer hours of quality time.  Dolls, trains, athletic equipment, blocks, music and musical instruments are still great values and favorites. How about tickets to a theatre or concert? 
For something different and truly meaningful take part of your allotment for each child and donate it to a worthy cause.  Tell your child what you did and why.  Organizations such as Heifer International will send a card depicting the animal you chose to send to a family in a developing country, or give to the Arbor Day Foundation and have a tree planted in someone’s name. 
There are hundreds of groups who need your donation of even $10 such as Catholic Relief Services, Save the Children, and Bread for the World.  They provide much needed help for families suffering from natural disasters and war. In this way Christmas Day will become a true celebration of the birth of Christ.
Remember don’t buy war toys; choose toys of peace and give gifts from your heart. Never forget, the children are watching.
Wishing you a peace-filled Christmas, 
