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Greetings of Peace! Pax Christi 
USA is an organization dedi-
cated to peace but confront-

ed by the reality of two wars. One, Af-
ghanistan, will enter its tenth year in 
October. The other, Iraq, is well past its 
seventh “birthday.” Imagine, there are 
not only nine-year-olds but children liv-
ing in our country entering their teen-
age years for whom war is a normal 
state of affairs.

One of our moral responsibilities as 
a Catholic organization is to challenge 
the idea of war as normal, a reason-
able way to settle disputes.  In the early 
part of the twentieth century, Medal of 
Honor Winner Marine Major General 
Smedley Butler summed up his career 
and war in general in one sentence:  
“War is a racket.” He went on to say 
that the racket of war “is the only one 
in which the profits are reckoned in 
dollars and the losses in lives.” General 
Butler’s entire statement is well worth 
reading or, if you are already familiar 
with it, reading again.  

However, as a succinct statement 
on war and its costs, it is difficult to sur-
pass that of Dwight Eisenhower’s more 
than five decades ago: “Every gun that 
is made, every warship launched, every 
rocket fired, signifies, in the final sense, 
a theft from those who hunger and are 
not fed, those who are cold and are 

not clothed. The world in arms is not 
spending money alone. It is spend-
ing the sweat of laborers, the genius 
of its scientists, the hopes of its chil-
dren. . . . This is not a way of life at all, 
in any true sense.  Under the cloud of 
threatening war, it is humanity hanging 
from an iron cross.” 

This declaration from Former Presi-
dent Eisenhower may be vaguely famil-
iar to some, but its meaning has yet to 
take root in the public’s consciousness.  
Certainly we did not hear it from those 
in the administration of George W. 
Bush nor has it been cited by President 
Obama. Dwight Eisenhower remains 
a revered figure in American history 
but not for his accurate description of 
(some of) the costs of war. Apparently 
we want the youth of America raised 
on the supposed glories of war and not 
its costs.  

“Humanity hangs on a cross of iron.”  
In the face of this cruel fact and in the 
name of the true cross, Pax Christi USA 
goes forth to call for an end to war.  
You will find us among those seeking 
peace, lobbying, marching, planning 
how to prevent future wars. But, each 
day, you will also find us in the midst 
of those who favor war, who view it 
as the preferred solution to disagree-
ments among nations.  

You will find us there, challenging, 

countering such tragic and cruel beliefs, 
standing against the murder of inno-
cents, the loss of life, the debasement 
of basic human decency—basic  human 
decency. It is important that we stand 
with those of like mind, of course, but 
it is equally important that we carry our 
message to hostile fields, regardless of 
the reactions we receive. And carry that 
message we do.

All this, of course, takes the time of 
Pax Christi community; it takes some-
thing else as well. To challenge the dai-
ly loss of life in two wars, the terrible 
injuries to body and brain, to demand 
an end to the squandering of billions 
and billions of dollars on war when 
that money is so desperately needed 
by those who are poor in all nations in-
cluding our own, to do this takes mon-
ey, as well.

Please understand, we devote con-
siderable time to tactics and strategies 
that, hopefully, will be effective in de-
flecting calls for future wars. We would 
much prefer to spend our energy on 
preventing wars but given conditions 
in the world today, we must also work 
to bring ongoing wars to an end. This 
nation was taken into war in Afghani-
stan at a moment when nearly world-
wide sympathy went out to our country 
because of 9/11. Our leaders gave no 
thought to mobilizing that support in 
any other way but war, a war that goes 
on and on as in desperation we now 
pay warlords to help us bring democ-
racy to Afghanistan. As wars do, one 
that began with a limited objective has 
turned into a struggle in the midst of 
quicksand with no clear path to firmer 
ground.     

If this were not enough, despite 
the protests of millions upon millions 
around the world, the thirst for war 

arose in the now obvious duplicitous 
machinations of our leaders less than 
two years later. Once again, well-funded 
war and destruction were triumphant.

In the midst of two wars, we stand 
for peace. In the midst of billions spent 
for destruction, we stand for construc-
tion of schools, of health clinics, of de-
cent housing. In the midst of profiting 
though war, we struggle for true profit 
for the people, education, health care, 
jobs for the betterment of all.

Friends, we of Pax Christi work in 
coalition with like-minded groups.  We 
educate; we meet with officials who 
are sympathetic to our position and 
those who are antagonistic. Some of 
our members even respond to a call 
in their consciences and, thus, are ar-
rested for conducting peaceful protest. 
All this is to say that we will not take 
one step backward from our commit-
ment to peace and all the benefits 
that would come with it. We ask you 
to stand with us. Please support the ef-
forts of Pax Christi USA and prayerfully 
consider an additional gift to Pax Christi 
USA beyond your regular membership 
dues. Simply send your check in the 
enclosed Be Not Afraid Fund envelope 
to the national office. Or, consider join-
ing our Sustainers program to have a 
regular monthly contribution deducted 
from your credit card or bank account. 
You can do this for as little as $10 a 
month, and you can stop it at anytime. 
And remember, when you are told that 
there is no alternative to war, tell them, 
“Yes there is. It’s called Peace. Just ask 
Pax Christi USA.”

Together on the journey, 

Sister Dianna Ortiz, OSU 

P e a c e  o f  M i n d 
f r o M  W a s h i n g t o n  D C

Pax Christi USA 
Washington, D.C. Office
1225 Otis Street NE
Washington, DC 20017
202-635-2741

War will stop when we no 
longer praise it,
or give it any attention at 
all.
Peace will come wherever 
it is sincerely invited.

– Alice Walker

Peacemaking
Quote

Contact
Information

INSIDE

SALES
www.paxchristiusa.org 



PAX CHRISTI MICHIGAN LEADS WORKSHOP
AT U.S. SOCIAL FORUM 

Fr. Peter Dougherty and Joan Tirak of Pax Christi Michi-
gan presented a workshop at the U.S. Social Forum in 
Detroit on June 24. The workshop was entitled “Blue-
print for a Nonviolent World.” The workshop laid out a 
blueprint of the world we can create and what it can 
look like, drawing on Gandhian insights and nonviolent 
resistance. The U.S. Social Forum’s purpose is to effec-
tively and affirmatively articulate the values and strate-
gies of a growing and vibrant movement for justice in 
the United States.

PAX CHRISTI NEW MEXICO 
COMMEMORATES HIROSHIMA, NAGASAKI

On July 30-31, Pax Christi New Mexico held its annual 
Hiroshima commemoration, with this year’s theme be-
ing “65 Years Is Enough! Retire the Bomb! We Want a 
Nuclear Free World!” The events included an evening 
lecture with Bishop Gabino Zavala, Bishop-President of 
Pax Christi USA; nonviolence training; and the annual 
sackcloth and ashes peace vigil at Los Alamos. For the 
vigil, participants sat in prayerful silence, in sackcloth 
and ashes, for thirty minutes to repent of the mortal sin 
of war and nuclear weapons and beg the God of peace 
for the gift of total nuclear disarmament.

PAX CHRISTI  INTERNATIONAL HOLDS 
TRIENNIAL WORLD ASSEMBLY IN FRANCE

Gathered at the Saint Thomas Centre in Strasbourg, 
France, just a few steps from the European Institutions, 
around one hundred delegates of Pax Christi represent-
ing 35 countries on all five continents came together 
at the Triennial World Assembly with the intent to bet-
ter coordinate their efforts on six priority areas for Pax 
Christi’s house of peace. Pax Christi USA was represent-
ed by Eric LeCompte, PCUSA Ambassador of Peace; Dave 
Robinson, Executive Director; and Adrienne Alexander, 
National Council member. Alexander also participated 
as the U.S. young adult representative in the youth sem-
inar that ran concurrently with the assembly. Informa-
tion on the assembly is available in the Pax Christi Inter-
national newsletter, with a link available on the PCUSA 
homepage.

PAX CHRISTI NEVADA-RENO HOSTS LABYRINTH WALK, 
VIGIL FOR TORTURE AWARENESS

Pax Christi Nevada-Reno, in partnership with about 15 
other organizations including the Life, Peace and Justice 
Commission of the Diocese of Reno, held their annual 
labyrinth walk and candlelight vigil commemorating the 
13th annual United Nations International Day in Sup-
port of Torture Victims and Survivors. The event was 
organized in solidarity with the Torture Abolition and 
Survivors Support Coalition International (TASSC). Addi-
tional Pax Christi groups and members from around the 
U.S. held events in support of TASSC’s “Break the Cycle 
of Torture” week, June 21-27.

PAX CHRISTI  METRO NEW YORK
GIVES OUT PEACEMAKER AWARDS

At a special reception on June 13, Pax Christi Metro New 
York recognized the contributions of several important 
and influential people and organizations for peace. The 
2010 Peacemakers included The New Sanctuary Move-
ment, working nonviolently for immigration reform and 
family unity, deeply rooted in faith; and Peace Studies 
at Manhattan College, a model and inspiration for Peace 
Studies around the country, incorporating religion, phi-
losophy, the social sciences, and humanities. The award 
for Peace Studies at Manhattan College was accepted 
by Dr. Joseph Fahey, former General Secretary of Pax 
Christi USA, and Eugene Moretta, a long-time PCMNY 
office volunteer and conscientious objector.  

NEW PAX CHRISTI LOCAL GROUPS STARTING UP FROM 
CALIFORNIA TO GEORGIA AND POINTS BETWEEN

In recent months, several new Pax Christi local chap-
ters have started. The chapters cover a wide area of the 
U.S. and include new groups at Catholic Worker Houses, 
in high schools, and at parishes, in addition to regular 
community-based local groups. The new groups are 
starting in Martinez, CA; at the St. Jude Catholic Worker 
in Champaign, IL; in Littlestown, PA; at St. Mark’s High 
School in Wilmington, DE; at the Trinity House Catholic 
Worker in Albuquerque, NM; in Indianapolis, IN; in Cart-
ersville, GA; at St. Ann’s Parish in Marietta, GA; and at 
Christ the King Parish in Southaven, MS. For information 
on connecting with these groups or starting your own, 
contact Johnny Zokovitch at johnnypcusa@yahoo.com 
or 352-219-8419. 

Updates from
Pax Christi USA Local, Regional, & National Updates

Study and ActionRewriting Afghanistan’s Narrative, 
“Why not Love?”; PCUSA Internships
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Why not love?
We hoard an unsustainable power.
McCrystal, Obama, Al Qaeda and the Taliban hu-

manly crave for affirmation but are trapped in unsus-
tainable power. In this self-constructed cage, we pros-
per our own privileges.

The elite keep choosing violent conflict though it 
gets us nowhere nearer each other nor nearer safety. 
Ordinary folk like us help with our tax-payer money 
and complicit silence.

We are in a cage that is cracking, so we desperately 
call it a “democracy” or an “amoral morality” or a war 
against “terror.”

I am part of this decay; you see, I’m living in Afghan-
istan and Afghans and internationals are dying.

People are dying, NOT objects.
Our world mistakes war as “justified solutions,” 

when it’s really a lust. We deceive our greed with 
“necessities” and selectively hear “I must be correct, 
wronged AND good.”

Our self-absorption “spectates” angrily as oil is 
spilled, wealth is monopolized and worst, as blood 
is shed. We don’t want these inequalities but stand 
paralyzed against both “democratic and undemocratic 
powers.”

Replacing General Stanley McCrystal won’t change 
“war, terrorism or their industries.”

Violent money and power can’t be replaced by 
more militarism but by more diplomacy, and not by a 
civilian-military diplomacy but by a civilian-civilian di-
plomacy. You can’t have a mother nurturing her child, 
even a “deviant” child, with the lure of mammon and 

the threat of guns.
Any general would serve best now under a civilian 

presidential mandate to reverse escalation and execute 
a restorative withdrawal.

We the people need to keep building massive global 
conversations that lead to concrete kindness.

Why not love?
What would we lose?
Why not say, “We relate badly. We don’t know one 

other anymore. Our politicians’ self-interest mirrors 
ourselves and this narrow abyss is suffocating every-
one.”

Instead of risking the death of reform, why not take 
a day or more off work, get to our communities and go 
on-line, make phone calls, etc., to organize the conver-
sations and encounters that would reconcile us with 
each other globally? Not mainly with agreeable “allies” 
but more so with perceived “enemies.”

Sustain a wave.
19 year old Faiz says, “The seed of peace is love, is 

friendship.” When asked by international peacemakers 
how Afghans can be helped, 14 year old Abdulai said, 
“Just enCOURAGE us.”

Through these small, cumulative instances of shared 
compassion, if love could change everything, every-
thing could change.

Posted by the Afghan Youth Peace Volunteers, 24 June 
2010. Available at http://ourjourneytosmile.com/
blog/2010/06/rewriting-afghanistan’s-narrative-‘why-
not-love’/ Reprinted with permission.

INTERNSHIPS WITH PAX CHRISTI USA
Our world today cries out for hope. Now is the time for proclaiming a world rooted in peace, defined by 

justice, and shaped by a commitment to sustainability. 
Internships with Pax Christi USA give you the opportunity to explore the intersection of faith and action, 

spirituality and social justice, advocacy and discipleship. Our internships focus on both personal and social 
transformation while giving you the chance to work with us for that change which reflects the essential 
message of Jesus proclaimed in the gospels. 

For more information contact Sister Dianna Ortiz at Dianna.pcusa@gmail.com or 202-635-2741.

Pax Christi USA offers a wide variety of internships:
• long-term (1 or 2 year)  • short-term (3 months)
• for class credit                • full time or part time
• stipended positions       • available in Erie, PA, 
                           Gainesville, FL, and Washington, D.C.

Internships available in 
• administration             • development
• field organizing            • youth and young adult
• communications          • policy work 
• Web design                  • program areas of PCUSA 



Study Questions at the Center
of Our Anti-War Efforts
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Know Justice, Know Peace:
PCUSA 2010 National Conference

“Do American Christians hate the people of Afghani-
stan?” 

The words traveled through the phone and 
knocked my heart into the pit of my stomach. There 
was silence for a moment. I presume all of us North 
Americans from Christian Peace Witness who were on 
the phone—perhaps 10 of us—were dealing with the 
same ache at that moment. I, along with Bob Cooke, 
was representing Pax Christi USA  in a conference call 
with the Afghan Youth Peace Volunteers in Afghani-
stan, and the boys were given a chance to ask ques-
tions of us. This was the first. 

Since 2008, a group of young Afghanistan youth 
in the Bamyan province of Afghanistan have been on 
what they call “Our Journey To Smile.” They advocate 
the principles of peacemakers like Jesus, Gandhi, and 
Martin Luther King, Jr. and try to elevate the voice of 
the people longing for peace and nonviolence in the 
region. This June, the Afghan Youth Peace Volunteers 
participated in a virtual speaking tour across the Unit-
ed States after visas were denied for three of them to 
come in person. At Pax Christi USA’s National Confer-
ence, some of you had the opportunity to meet Josh 
Stieber, an Iraq War veteran who is now a conscien-
tious objector and peace educator, who physically 
traveled around the country to set up the means to 
make this civilian-civilian tour dialogue possible.  

A few months ago, this was the question that hung 
on the line. As progressive-faith-based-anti-war-activ-
ists, we’re well aware of the “good versus evil” rhet-
oric and the pitting of Christians against Muslims in 
the “War on Terror.”  But, now we weren’t rebutting a 
media pundit, or our government leaders, or our con-
servative neighbor. We were responding to youth in 
Afghanistan.

One U.S. woman on the call started the trail of re-

sponses. She thanked the youth for his courage to ask 
that question. And then she said she’d like to reframe 
the question, not to ask if American Christians hate 
the people of Afghanistan, but to ask, “Do Christians 
in North America LOVE the people of Afghanistan?” 
She went on to describe how she had thought this was 
the failure: not loving. All of us North Americans on 
the call were humbled.

Hearing the youth speak from their experience was 
both heart-breaking and uplifting. They shared their 
hope and their efforts to spread messages of peace. 
I was reminded how powerful civilian to civilian dia-
logue can be and how engaging in this kind of sharing 
is foundational for sustaining our peace-making ef-
forts here in the United States.  

As I work in the D.C. office and invest my time in 
Pax Christi USA’s anti-war efforts, I’ll be doing all the 
usual—tracking legislation, publicizing action ideas, 
and sending prayer materials your way. But as I’m 
doing that work, I’ll be reminded of that question at 
the center of it all, “Do Christians in North America 
LOVE the people of Afghanistan?”  I hope you’ll do the 
same.

If you would like to send a message of peace and 
encouragement to the Afghan Youth Peace Volunteers, 
email me at amy@paxchristiusa.org. I’ll compile these 
words from Pax Christi USA members and send them 
to our contact with the AYPV. You can also learn more 
through their Website, http://ourjourneytosmile.
com/blog/.          

clockwise from upper left:
1.) Participants in the Young Adult Retreat 

with Reverend John Dear
2.) Author and former PCUSA National Council member 

Angie O’Gorman, Ed Wallin, PCUSA Ambassadors of 
Peace Mary Carry, Janice Vanderhaar, and Bill Carry

3.) Incoming National Council Chair Sr. Josie Chrosniak, 
HM, and outgoing National Council Chair Sr. Kathleen 
Pritty, RSM, celebrating Dave Robinson’s 20 years of 

service with Pax Christi USA, 
the last nine as Executive Director

4.) Wall of Thanks for women religious
5.) Sr. Marlene Weisenbeck, FSPA, president of LCWR 

with Eileen Egan Peacemaker Award
6.) Spirituality of Nonviolence track 

with Reverend Joseph Brown, SJ

By Amy Watts. Amy is a Program Associate in the 
PCUSA Washington DC office.

For more reports, pictures, video, and texts of addresses from “Know Justice, Know 
Peace: Ending War at Home and Abroad,”  visit www.paxchristiusa.org. 
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Global Restoration and the BP Oil Spill

The catastrophic Gulf Oil Spill enrages us with loss of 
life, livelihoods, and the spectacular biodiversity of the 
Gulf bioregion. We need to remember that our addic-
tion to oil helps fuel the greed of BP and other compa-
nies profiting from such practices that destroy Earth.

Rob Gorman, Catholic Charities Director in one of 
the most seriously affected dioceses, Houma-Thibo-
dau, recently told members of the Catholic Coalition on 
Climate Action that the aftermath of this spill is worse 
than Hurricane Katrina because the unknown effects 
create further anxiety for residents already beset by 
fears of loss of jobs, homes, health, and area-wide eco-
nomic devastation.

“Will we be able to learn a lesson from this about 
prudence and care in using the resources of the earth?” 
Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi, director of the Vatican 
press office, asked in June 2010 when he described the 
oil spill as a lesson in humility for all human activities, 
not only the energy industry. 

We need to understand this disaster in light of our 
endless resource wars. Recently, lucrative mineral re-
serves were discovered in Afghanistan. How will this 
affect President Obama’s commitment to withdraw 
troops by summer 2011?  
How does the cost of wars 
impact our ability to resur-
rect our economy and fund 
needs of countries depen-
dent on our humanitarian 

aid as they recover from the harm incurred by resource 
wars?

This is a lesson for us wherever we live. For all we 
are doing, we need to substantially increase our ef-
forts. We’re recycling and conducting energy audits in 
our homes: what about in our parishes? We’re divest-
ing our personal savings from businesses that support 
war efforts: what about the portfolio of our diocese?  
How can we widen the circles of responsibility to make 
meaningful changes in our communities—local and 
worldwide? In November we’ll vote for candidates who 
best represent our views:  can we first tell them we hold 
them accountable for increased war spending and urge 
them to vote for the Cantwell-Collins CLEAR Act (http://
supportclearact.com/about) that reduces greenhouse 
gas emissions by 20% by 2020 and 83% by 2050?

We need to prayerfully pressure the Obama Admin-
istration and Congress to stop drilling, stop spending for 
endless wars, and start putting more resources into re-
search and development of renewable energy sources. 
We have the knowledge. What we need now is the will 
to proceed. Our children—and all sentient beings—
must not pay the price of our neglect.

~ from the Global Restora-
tion and Care for Creation 
Priority Committee

Forgive us,
ancient oceans,

as we struggle to live in harmony
with all God’s creation;

as our hearts are converted to deep recognition
that we are of you,

we are one with you,
your loss is our loss,

your dying is our dying.
Forgiving God,

shelter us in Earth’s mystical beauty;
hold us still

to stop
and listen

for your whispering spirit
calling us to loving solidarity with all that lives

and is essential to life.
Amen.

~ by Diane Lopez Hughes

A nonviolent resistance is growing in Palestine, yet 
rarely does its stories reach us. Each week, hundreds 
gather in towns all over the West Bank to protest non-
violently.  In July, many marked the sixth anniversary of 
the International Court of Justice’s decision that Israel’s 
Apartheid Wall is illegal. Below is a sampling of some of 
the nonviolent actions that happened that day as well 
as a sense of how more and more villages continue to 
organize and engage for sustained resistance. 

For instance, the popular committee of Al Ma’sara 
was established in November 2006 and has held week-
ly nonviolent demonstrations since that time. To mark 
the sixth anniversary of the International Court of Jus-
tice’s decision, supported by a number of Internation-
als and Israelis, they constructed and then demolished 
a symbolic wall. They set up the Styrofoam wall at the 
intersection of roads 356 and 3157 that link illegal Is-
raeli settlements to Jerusalem and each other. Though 
Palestinians can at present use the road to get to Ra-
mallah, Israel soon plans to block Palestinian access, 
making it a settlers-only road.

As usual, the village of Bil’in held its weekly protest 
that day against the Apartheid Wall and the illegal oc-
cupation. Bil’in has had 70% of its farm land annexed 
by the wall and an expansion of the large illegal settle-
ment Modi’in Illit—and the village has for that reason 
become one of the main sites of the Palestinian resis-
tance. Bil’in protests, over 300 of which have been held 
in the last five years, are known for their imaginative 
and highly visual demonstration props. The anniver-
sary was no exception, as the protest was dominated 
by an enormous weighing scale carrying signs saying 
“Israel” on one side and “The World” on the other to 
symbolize the imbalance of Israel’s power compared 
to the rest of the world. The scale was planted in a fake 
coffin with the inscription “International Law—RIP.”

Elsewhere, in the village of An Nabi Saleh, around 70 
Palestinian men, women, and children, 10 Israeli activ-

ists, and 15 internationals gathered in the main square 
and marched down the hill, blowing paper trumpets 
and waving flags, toward the Israeli soldiers who were 
waiting at the crossroads, where the main protest usu-
ally occurs. Protests against the theft and annexation 
of Palestinian land to the illegal Israeli settlement of 
Halamish (Neve Zuf) have taken place in the village ev-
ery Friday since January 2010. Although Israel’s courts 
ruled that An Nabi Saleh residents owned the valuable 
agricultural land, nearly half of it has been seized by 
settlers who also uprooted hundreds of olive trees in 
January 2010.

A group of around 75 people—locals and interna-
tionals—marched on the Apartheid Wall in Ni’lin to 
mark the Court decision’s anniversary as part of the vil-
lage’s weekly protest that’s been happening since May 
2008. As a result of the Wall construction, Ni’lin has 
lost 3,920 dunams, roughly 30% of its remaining lands, 
and due to illegal settlement building is nowadays only 
56% of its original size. Ni’lin is sliced in half by Road 
446, which was built directly through the village. 

Many of these nonviolent activists in Al Ma’sara, 
Bil’in, An Nabi Saleh, and Ni’lin have endured tear gas, 
rubber bullets, and arrests. Some have died when their 
demonstrations were attacked by Israeli forces. Yet, 
they continue, Friday after Friday, to shape an alterna-
tive narrative in the face of this backlash, one that uses 
creative nonviolence to say no to occupation and op-
pression in the West Bank.

Adapted from “West Bank Protests Mark 6th 
Anniversary of ICJ’s Ruling on Israel’s Illegal Apartheid 
Wall,” 10 July 2010, International Solidarity Movement 
The story in its entirety is available on the International 
Solidarity Movement’s Website at http://palsolidarity.
org/2010/07/12873/ 

Take Action!
Enclosed in this membership mailing is a postcard for prayers for Palestine. We have been asked 

to mail these postcards in support of Library on Wheels for Non-Violence and Peace 
(www.lownp.com). This action, sending postcards labeled to Palestine, is to educate and raise 

awareness about Palestine.
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The New START Treaty 
On May 13, 2010, President Obama handed over a newly 
signed START (Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty) treaty to 
the Senate to be ratified. The treaty is a follow-on to the 
START I treaty, which expired in December of 2009, reduc-
es the upper limit of strategic nuclear weapons held by 
the United States and Russia by 74% to 1,550 warheads, 
and limits the number of delivery vehicles to 800. Within 
the treaty is a robust system of transparency and verifica-
tion that will allow access to monitoring and checking the 
progress and completion of the terms of the treaty over 
the next ten years. The treaty is not an end in itself but 
is a means, a step in disarmament as part of the process 
of such treaties to draw down arms numbers with each 
successive re-negotiation. It is a cold numbers treaty with 
support by the Vatican, the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, the U.S. Conference of Mayors (mayors 
of populations of 30,000 or more), statespeople both past 
and present, top military brass both past and present, and 
Defense Administration officials both past and present.  

Roadblocks to Ratification
Despite such overwhelming support hangs a significant 
concern that there may not be enough votes in the Senate 
to ratify this bilateral arms reduction treaty.  There is some 
opposition due to misconceptions that within this treaty 
is hidden a secret deal on European missile defense, that 
U.S. missile shield plans there have been compromised. 
Although Pax Christi does not support increased militari-
zation of any form, the idea of a secret missile defense 
deal that compromises U.S. capabilities is simply false. Un-
der Secretary of State Ellen Tauscher, who is responsible 
for arms control and international security issues, said at a 
State Department briefing on March 29 that, “there is no 
limit on what the United States can do with its missile de-
fense system. There are no limits to our ability to put the 
phased adaptive approach forward and the other systems 
that we have worked on in the past.”

Even more concerning than these unfounded rumors, 
which have caused anxiety in some Senators, are the ways 
in which the START treaty is being used, the ways the im-
portance of this treaty is being manipulated for monetary 
gain.  Senator Jon Kyl of Arizona is one Senator at the cen-
ter of the use of START ratification to secure money for 
(1) maintaining nuclear delivery platforms; (2) sustaining a 

safe, secure, and reliable U.S. nuclear weapons stockpile; 
and (3) modernizing the nuclear weapons complex. Sen. 
Kyl writes on his home page, 

While I don’t believe that lower levels of nuclear 
forces in our deterrent necessarily make the U.S. or 
our allies safer, I might be able to support a new 
treaty if it addresses various concerns, including 
verification and the modernization of our nuclear 
stockpile. . . . That’s why I offered an amendment 
last year that requires the President to develop a 
plan to modernize our nuclear deterrent and sub-
mit it to the Senate along with a START follow-on 
treaty.  Senators Byrd, Levin, McCain, Kerry, and 
Lugar joined me in writing to the President to em-
phasize the point.  Subsequently, 41 Senators wrote 
to the President in December, articulating the ob-
jectives that a modernization plan must meet be-
fore a START follow-on agreement could win their 
support.
The Kyl amendment, in a watered-down version, 

passed; with its required modernization comes a price tag 
of over 200 billion dollars over the next ten years, divided 
between the Department of Energy (DOE) and the De-
partment of Defense (DOD). Furthermore, the Kyl amend-
ment supplements the “1251 report,” a report required 
by section 1251 of the National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2010, to be submitted alongside the START 
treaty, which calls for a report on the plan to enhance 
the safety, security, and reliability of the nuclear weap-
ons stockpile of the United States, modernize the nuclear 
weapons complex, and maintain the delivery platforms 
for nuclear weapons.  

Concerning DOE money, the White House fact sheet on 
this classified report says, 

This report is based on the policies and principles in 
the Nuclear Posture Review and describes a com-
prehensive plan for sustaining a strong nuclear de-
terrent for the duration of the New START Treaty 
and beyond. The plan includes investments of $80 
billion to sustain and modernize the nuclear weap-
ons complex over the next decade.   
This $80 billion dollar figure stands on top of the es-

timated $50 billion already invested every year into the 
nuclear weapons complex. 

Concerning DOD money, the White House fact sheet 
says this, “Over the next decade, the United States will in-

3. Quotes from Military Brass, Defense Administration Officials, 
and Statespeople

George Shultz and Henry Kissinger, Former Secretaries of State; William Perry, Former Secretaries of De-
fense; and Sam Nunn, Former Senator, D-GA : “We strongly endorse the goals of this Treaty, and we hope 
that after careful and expeditious review that both the United States Senate and the Russian Federal As-
sembly will be able to ratify the Treaty. We also urge the two governments to begin planning now for even 
more substantial reductions, including tactical nuclear weapons.”

Secretary of Defense Robert Gates: “The New START Treaty has the unanimous support of America’s mil-
itary leadership—to include the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, all of the service chiefs, and the com-
mander of the U.S. Strategic Command, the organization responsible for our strategic nuclear deterrent. 
For nearly 40 years, treaties to limit or reduce nuclear weapons have been approved by the U.S. Senate by 
strong bipartisan majorities. This treaty deserves a similar reception and result—on account of the danger-
ous weapons it reduces, the critical defense capabilities it preserves, the strategic stability it maintains, and, 
above all, the security it provides to the American people. ”

Charles Hagel, Former Senator, R-NE: “I don’t think [the Treaty] needs to be divisive at all. This is clearly 
in the interest of both countries and the world.”

A resolution from the U.S. Conference of Mayors, calling on Congress to “Slash Nuclear Weapons Spend-
ing and Redirect Funds to Meet the Needs of Cities,” states that: “The U.S. Conference of Mayors calls on 
the U.S. Congress to terminate funding for modernization of the nuclear weapons complex and nuclear 
weapons systems, to reduce spending on nuclear weapons programs well below Cold War levels, and to 
redirect funds to meet the urgent needs of cities.” 

The resolution also “calls on the U.S. Senate to ratify the new START treaty and the Comprehensive Test 
Ban Treaty without conditions and without delay” and “calls on President Obama to work with the leaders of 
the other nuclear weapon states to implement the U.N. Secretary-General’s Five Point Proposal for Nuclear 
Disarmament forthwith, so that a Nuclear Weapons Convention, or a related set of mutually reinforcing 
legal instruments, can be agreed upon and implemented by the year 2020, as urged by Mayors for Peace.”  

To read more go to www.unitedforpeace.org/article.php?id=4141. Further quotes can be found at 
www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/New%20START%20Quotations.pdf

What Do We Do Now?
If now we hear of continuing opposition to the treaty 
and threats of halting its ratification, we can be sure 
that a likely reason behind such a stance would be 
to keep an arms control victory from Obama before 
the midterm re-elections. We must not allow these 
Senators to use such an important treaty in a sole 
attempt to secure their own political futures. This is 
not the time for political posturing but an opportu-
nity for our Senators to be true statesmen and wom-

en. We must also be voices to help support those 
Senators who have little experience with the passing 
of a treaty of this scope and tenor. There are olny 70 
Senators in office today who have voted on a treaty 
like this and these Senators are looked upon by their 
less experienced colleagues for guidance.  

It is incumbent upon us to speak up! Look for the 
separate insert with your membership mailing from 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops on how to 
contact your Senators.

By Manuel Padilla. Manuel is a Program Associate in the Washington, DC, 
office, where he works on nuclear disarmament issues.
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vest well over $100 billion in nuclear delivery systems to 
sustain existing capabilities and modernize some strategic 
systems.”

This $100 billion figure stands on top of both the $50 
billion and the $80 billion dollar figures above. And we 
would do well to consider the potentialities of the caveat 
“well over.” 

The two main concerns (European missile defense and 
adequate funding for the nuclear complex) of leading Re-
publicans who would stand in opposition to the treaty and 
put ratification at risk have been alleviated. These are not 
legitimate reasons for Senators, like Senator Kyl, to op-
pose the ratification of the treaty. To put it bluntly, De-
fense Secretary Robert Gates, quoted in the Washington 
Post in May 2010, said,

Let me first say a word about ratification from my 
perspective. There has been a very intense con-
tinuing consultation on the Hill as the negotiations 
have proceeded. Two of the areas that have been 
of concern in the Senate, among senators: Are we 
protecting our ability to go forward with missile de-
fense? And are we going to make the investment in 
our nuclear infrastructure so that the stockpile will 
remain reliable and safe? . . . We have addressed 
both of those.   

Why Is Ratification of START 
So Important?

We at Pax Christi adamantly oppose the increased mili-
tarization, through the expenditure of resources on the 
nuclear weapons complex, that accompanies this treaty. 
But, the treaty itself is of utmost importance. Here are the 
reasons: First, we as a nation need to vastly reduce our re-
liance on nuclear weapons as a cornerstone of our nation-
al security. This treaty is a significant landmark that lies on 
the path in that direction and builds on the momentum, 
and our hopes, toward nuclear disarmament and a world 
free of nuclear weapons. If this treaty is not brought to the 
Senate floor or suffers a defeat, we will lose that momen-
tum. Second, START is a pragmatic step away from MAD 
(Mutually Assured Destruction) and a step toward MAC 
(Mutually Assured Confidence) with the Russian govern-
ment and the Russian people. Third, the signing of the 
new START treaty definitively helped us enjoy the success 
we had at the NPT Review Conference. This success comes 

not only from the reduction in nuclear arms that the trea-
ty enacts but signals and engenders good faith on the part 
of the United States, good faith needed to build trust and 
bind us in our common goal of nuclear disarmament.   

Why Do We Oppose Funding 
of the Nuclear Complex, 

and How Do We Defend START 
Ratification Divested of Funding?   

Nuclear weapons are one of the primary threats to hu-
man security and their very existence helps to legitimize 
the need for them as a “deterrent.” Nuclear deterrence, in 
turn, only fuels and escalates the motivation of others to 
obtain nuclear weapons as a cornerstone of their own se-
curity and to gain for themselves international recognition 
and respect. But let us see plainly how nuclear weapons 
are really perceived by our own Department of Defense. 
A U.S. Department of Defense report entitled “Deterrence 
Operations Joint Operating Concept” states, “Additionally, 
nuclear weapons allow the US to rapidly accomplish the 
wholesale disruption of an adversary nation-state with 
limited US national resources.” In other words, these 
weapons are not primarily a tool for deterrence for the 
United States or any nation or group who possesses them 
or seeks to possess them. Nuclear weapons are a tool for 
total disruption. They disrupt the environment and our 
health through irradiating the very space we exist in, as 
well as our land and water; they disrupt our economy and 
so disrupt our communities through the theft of educa-
tion, food, healthcare, and other forms of social wellbeing 
from those who are poor; they disrupt our relationships 
with each other by fostering a culture of violence, domi-
nance, and mistrust.  And yes, they disrupt, wholesale, en-
tire cultures and nations.         

Senator Kyl, and others, who would either oppose the 
ratification of this treaty or require a conservatively esti-
mated 200 billion dollars as a pay off for its ratification 
stand in favor, consciously or not, of continuing the dis-
rupting effects of nuclear weapons and the nuclear weap-
ons complex on U.S. society and other societies around 
the world. This systematic program of disruption is vio-
lence of the first order, and it must be vigorously resisted. 

Continuing the nuclear complex, with massive invest-
ment, cannot be the pre-condition for a disarmament 

treaty, it cannot be the reason for ratification. But there 
exist other reasons, potent and compelling ones, for rati-
fying this treaty. They exist as a result of our moral ob-
ligations and our NPT obligations. Furthermore, we can 
use the support of START by military brass, Defense Ad-

ministration officials, and statespeople alike as answers 
to those who would use national defense as a argument 
against the ratification of this treaty. Below are some re-
sources that address all three.

1. Moral Obligations under Catholic Social Teaching

Cardinal George in his letter to Obama on START: “The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
welcomes the signing of the new Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START) between the United States and the 
Russian Federation. We will urge members of the U.S. Senate to come together across party lines to ratify the 
new START Treaty […] Based on a moral imperative to rid the world of nuclear weapons, the Conference of Bish-
ops will be a steadfast supporter of strong and bipartisan action on the new START Treaty as an important and 
essential step toward a nuclear-weapons-free future.”

Bishop Hubbard’s Letter to the Senate urging ratification of the new START treaty:
Dear Senator:

The President of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), Francis Cardinal George, OMI, 
recently wrote to President Barack Obama welcoming the signing of the new Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty 
(New START) between the United States and the Russian Federation. A copy of his letter is attached for your 
ready reference.

In his letter the Cardinal noted that USCCB will urge Senators “to come together across party lines to ratify 
the new START Treaty.” I write to encourage bipartisan Senate ratification of the New START Treaty as a step 
towards a world without nuclear weapons—a future long supported by our Church, and by former presidents, 
secretaries of state and defense, and national security advisors of both parties.

For further resources from the USCCB on START and Catholic Social Teaching go to 
www.usccb.org/sdwp/international/2010-04-09-start-treaty-resource.pdf  

2. NPT Obligations
Article VI of the NPT states, “Each of the Parties to the Treaty undertakes to pursue negotiations in good faith 

on effective measures relating to cessation of the nuclear arms race at an early date and to nuclear disarmament, 
and on a Treaty on general and complete disarmament under strict and effective international control.”


