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Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b, 64:2-7 | 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Mark 13:33-37

Why do you let us wander, O God? (Is 63:17)

As we begin this season of  Advent, of  waiting and preparing, it seems 
comforting to think of  God as the potter, and we, the clay. If  we could 
just relax, and maybe just sit quietly, and stay still long enough, we 
could be shaped into exactly what God intended. Ready as a sturdy 
pinch pot to live the awareness of  incarnation! But like Isaiah, I wish 
that knowing God in our midst just took a little silent reflection time. 
Hearing this lament – “Why do you let us wander, O God?” – I must 
smile because I know my hunger for God, yet how willful I am to do 
it MY way. 

Why must we wander? Can’t God just tell us all what to do? For better 
or for worse, even when Jesus walked the earth, this wasn’t the plan, 
Our God of  love won’t come stomping down the heavenly staircase to 
set straight our wandering. Paul tells us that through God we are “en-
riched in every way ... not lacking in any spiritual gift.” We have started 
our journey with a guide in our very being. God hums us at every mo-
ment. We just need eyes to see and ears to hear. We can’t shy away from 
decisions we face or the work to be done and simply wait for God to 
come. God is already here. Through our wanderings, our questions, 
our encounters with beauty and with pain, the God within us is re-
vealed. Advent is waking up to God in our midst. It is in the wandering 
that our eyes are open to the deeper truth. So let us not sleep through 
Advent. Let us wander with our eyes open, ready for adventure.

     ~Simone Campbell, S.S.S

What surprising gifts have wandering brought to you?

How have you seen God alive in your seeing the pain of  our world?

First Sunday of Advent
November 30, 2014



Tuesday, Second Week of Advent
December 9, 2014

Isaiah 40:1-11 | Matthew 18:12-14 
Saint Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin

A voice says, “Cry out!” (Is 40: 6)

Have you ever witnessed or experienced an injustice so troubling that 
it instinctively made you cry out to God for healing and restorative 
justice? The ongoing reality of  violence in our society impels millions 
of  Americans to cry out and demand peace in their homes and com-
munities on a daily basis. Yet, many of  these cries fall on deaf  ears in 
our society.

Although violence is a universal problem, far too many of  us remain 
silent and unmoved by violent tragedies when the victims do not look 
like us and/or reside in neighborhoods similar to our own. Too often 
do we hear statements like, “This isn’t supposed to happen here,” after 
mass shootings in suburban areas, but not the same when a child walk-
ing home from school in an inner-city neighborhood is shot and killed 
by a stray bullet. Is one tragedy greater than the other? Were the lives 
of  the 20 children killed in Sandy Hook in Newtown, Connecticut in 
2012 more important than the lives of  the 120+ children taken by gun 
violence in Chicago, Illinois in the same year? Vice versa? 

As we reflect on today’s Advent scriptures, let us pray for an end to 
violence in all communities. Let us also recite out loud together one of  
the greatest commandments of  the Catholic faith: “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.”

               ~Shannen Dee Williams, Ph.D.

Can I love my neighbor as I love myself ?

Do I truly believe in the universal love of  Jesus Christ?



Friday, Third Week of Advent
December 19, 2014

Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a | Luke 1:5-25

“So has God done for me at the time when God has seen fit
to take away my disgrace before others.” (Lk 1:25)

Reading today’s Gospel is striking because of  the hardship a childless 
older woman must have had to endure at the time. Luke makes it a 
point to qualify that both Elizabeth and Zechariah were good people 
though they had no children. At the end of  the reading, Elizabeth 
mentions God delivered her from societal disgrace. And yet, Elizabeth 
becomes central to Jesus’ story.  

Though the status of  women in society has advanced over time, there 
is still much work to do on gender equality. Women, particularly wom-
en of  color, are overrepresented in domestic work and service work, 
which is often lower paid and lacks career tracks. And women lead the 
majority of  working poor households.

     ~Adrienne Alexander

What role do women play in your workplace
or in organizations where you are a member?

What specific actions can you take on a daily basis to deal with these disparities?

Wednesday, Fourth Week of Advent
Christmas Eve, December 24, 2014

Morning: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 | Luke 1:67-79

“You, my child, shall be called the prophet of  the Most High,
for you will go before God to prepare the way,

to give God’s people knowledge of  salvation by the forgiveness of  their sins.
In the tender compassion of  our God,

the dawn from on high shall break upon us,



to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of  death,
and to guide our feet into the way of  peace.” (Lk 1:76-79)

Latin-American Christian Catholics call Christmas Eve “la noche bue-
na” (the lovely night). And so it is. The Gospel for this shining mo-
ment in Salvation History comes from the prayer of  Zechariah, father 
of  John the Baptist, and says it so beautifully: “The dawn from on high 
will break upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and the 
shadow of  death and guide our feet into the way of  peace.”

In the morning He will come as Hope for the generations oppressed 
by social and racial injustices which bring death. In the morning He 
will be announced as the “good news of  great joy for all the people, a 
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.” (Lk 1:11)

Yet, despite these glowing predictions as the Child of  Mary comes into 
the world, it is clear that His task of  “guiding our feet into the way of  
peace” today remains so unfinished.

     ~Rev. Joseph Nangle, ofm

What is your understanding of  the Reign of  God?

Does it include working for peace based on social justice?
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